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Welcome to all! 
 
Over its 26 year history, SPERA has continued to serve as a national advocate 
representing rural education and training.  In this capacity SPERA strives to 
collaborate and make links with other like organisations such as the Rural 
Education Forum of Australia (REFA) and Country Education Project Inc (CEP).   
 
SPERA endeavours to progress its goals by promoting best practice and through 
sharing and promoting innovative and quality education and training projects, 
which have been developed in partnership with their rural and remote 
communities. 
 
The organisation of an annual, national rural conference, which focuses on 
practitioners sharing best practice, is a major event for SPERA and promotes a 
high level of networking at a national level.   
 
The 2010 Conference embraced the concepts of partnership, collaboration and 
technology.  The depth and diversity of keynote addresses, workshop 
presentations and the symposium session provided evidence of the many 
initiatives undertaken by educators and rural communities in Australia and within 
the international arena.  SPERA has made a significant difference and will 
continue to do so through its capacity for building strong state, national and 
international networks. 
 
The 2010 conference theme focused on “Sustaining the Rural Education 
Community: Promoting High Quality Teaching and Learning”.   
 
The opening keynote presentation by Professor Matthew Tonts “The Importance of 
Being Unimportant:  Small Town Australia in the 21st Century” is based on a 
Canadian book of the same name.  This particular book reflects on the importance 
of Canada's small towns to the country's economy, social makeup and national 
identity, despite their often forgotten status within wider Canadian society. 
Arguably, a similar situation exists in Australia, with small towns generally having 
rather marginal status in both popular and political discourse.    
 
The keynote address by Professor John Halsey, Sidney Myer Chair, Rural 
Education and Communities, “Farm Fair Voices: Messages for Sustaining Rural 
Education Communities” was based upon data collected at a major rural farm fair 
as part of a larger rural shows research project. The project aims to better inform 
what rural communities require in terms of education, in particular, in order for 
them to be vibrant and productive places to live and work.  
 
Following on from this Associate Professor Simone White‘s keynote address, 
“Creating and Celebrating Place and Partnerships: A Key to Sustaining Rural 
Education Communities”, brought together the findings of research conducted 
across three large Australian studies into the recruitment and retention of rural 
teachers and leaders.  

The presentation focused in particular on the emerging sub-themes of linking rural 
school leadership and community renewal, the importance of developing 
partnerships to sustain the rural workforce and the need for creative enterprise to 
be acknowledged as important work of rural teachers and leaders. 
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Dave Spillman from the Stronger Smarter Institute, presented Scott Gorringe’s paper - “Honouring Our Strengths”, 
that outlined the persistent perceptions of deficit and conflict that have characterised and constrained the history of 
relations between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians since contact.   The success of their saturation is 
apparent in a continuing approach that presents the response to Aboriginal needs in terms of health and education 
‘gaps’; ‘the Aboriginal problem’, ‘mainstreaming (making them more like us)’ or ‘interventions’ (and all the lack of 
ability that such a word implies).  
 
Assistant Professor Michael K. Barbour, Wayne State University, through video-link, presented his keynote address 
“The Promise and the Reality: Exploring Virtual Schooling in Rural Jurisdictions”.   The paper identified the 
concerted effort by researchers in Canada and the United States over the past decade, to better understand the 
design, delivery and support necessary to ensure effective virtual schooling. However, Michael pointed out that 
much of this research has either focused on trying to “prove” that virtual schooling is as good as traditional face-to-
face schooling or has been methodologically questionable. The growth and practice of virtual schooling has far out-
paced the production of reliable and valid research. This pattern has meant that most decisions related to virtual 
schooling have been based upon the intuition of proponents or the experiences of early adopters.   
 
The Conference Proceedings, once again, edited by Dr Colin Boylan provides a full coverage of all papers and 
presentations.  The proceedings are available from SPERA at a cost of $45.00.  Many of the refereed papers will be 
included in the Education in Rural Australia journal. 
 
I acknowledge the commitment of the 2010 Conference Committee comprising Shirley Richards, Noel Meyers, 
Randall Burow, Liz Toohey, Dr Colin Boylan, Don Boyd, and Michael Preece.  It is always a challenge to 
coordinate a conference in a state where there are few SPERA Executive members, but nevertheless, the support 
provided by the University of the Sunshine Coast has seen this conference come to fruition. 
 
Once again, thank you to our major sponsors, University of the Sunshine Coast, Queensland, AARNET, Country 
Education Project Victoria and Lincoln Consulting for their ongoing support. 
 
A warm welcome to the 2010-2011 Executive.  The Executive Committee along with portfolios and contact details 
are listed on Page 15 of this newsletter.  Contact details will also be uploaded on the SPERA website.  
 
It would be remiss of me not to mention outgoing members of Executive including Dr Sue Trinidad and Life 
Members Colin Boylan and Sheila King.  Their contribution to SPERA over the years has been outstanding.  I am 
positive both Colin and Sheila will continue to be very strong advocates for SPERA. 
 
The 2011 conference will be conducted as a National Summit in conjunction with the Professor John Halsey, 
Sidney Myer Chair, Rural Education and Communities at Flinders University, South Australia.  The theme Rural 
Future Matter: A Sustainable Australia will provide much opportunity for papers, presentations, engagement and 
discussion.  See the flyer on Page 3 for further details. 
 
Thank you once more for your continued support of SPERA and regional, rural and remote education in Australia.  
 
Emmy Terry 
PRESIDENT 
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Keeping in Touch: Useful Websites 
 
 
Newsletter from Australian Council of 
State School Organisations 
www.acsso.org.au 
 
Daily Education Newsletter from USA  
www.edweek.org 
 
Sidney Myer Chair of Rural Education 
and Communities 
www.flinders.edu.au/education/rural 
 
Society for the Provision of Education in 
Rural Australia.  Newsletters, 
Publications, Awards. 
www.spera.asn.au 
 
Rural Education Forum Australia 
www.refa.asn.au 
 
National Rural Education Association 
(USA) 
www.nrea.net 
 
 
 

SPERA The Professional Voice in Rural Education 
 

The Provision of Education in Rural incorporated (SPERA) links people with a diverse range of interests in 
education and training to promote the development of rural Australia by: 
(i) promoting a positive view of education and training in rural areas and encouraging innovation and initiative in 
the provision of rural services(ii) supporting and encouraging rural communities and educators to work towards 
the provision of quality education and training; and (iii) providing a framework for the sharing of concerns, 
issues and experiences relating to education and training in rural areas. 

SPERA’S JOURNAL: Education in Rural Australia 
The journal is produced twice yearly and is part of the SPERA membership package.  Non-
members wishing to subscribe only to the journal currently pay $A50 (GST included).  This 
applies to individuals and institutions.  Contact person: Colin Boylan (cboylan@csu.edu.au) 
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Eyes Wide Open. 
Meghan Clarke 
 
I was lucky enough to be awarded a sponsorship from the Isolated Children’s Parents’ 
Association (ICPA) to attend the 26th Annual Society for the Provision of Education for Rural 
Australia (SPERA) Conference at the University of the Sunshine Coast. I am just an ordinary 
university student, finishing their teaching studies, that from this conference has gained a broad 
range of knowledge, tools, contacts and new found love of research through an informative and 
successful three day conference.  
 
Firstly a little about me: My name is Meghan Clarke and I am a teacher. Well, nearly a teacher. I 
am currently completing my Graduate Diploma of Secondary Education (Classroom Music and 
Physical Education) at Griffith University, Mt Gravatt, Queensland. I am looking forward to next 
Friday (1st October) and travelling to Emerald State High School (approximately 10hours from 
Brisbane) to complete my final practicum.  
 
Before starting my Graduate Diploma I studied Composition for three years at the 
Conservatorium of Music, South Bank, Queensland. An enjoyable three years however, I 
realised that becoming a full time music focused professional was not where I would like to head 
and that my passion for working with young people was greater than my need to achieve 
success in my music career. I have thoroughly enjoyed the last four years of my university 
study, but am looking forward to the challenges and rewarding life changes that lie ahead as I 
join the teaching profession. 
I attended this SPERA Conference with a sponsorship from ICPA, who also support many 
students throughout Queensland to complete a rural practicum/placement each year. I am very 
grateful for their insight to allow students a sponsorship to attend conferences like this one 
because I personally believe that all pre-service students should be aware of the multitude of 
research and development for Rural Education that is happening around Australia, about 
Australia; with connections all over the globe. I was blown away with the contacts, resources 
and networking that many of the other researchers at the conference had developed within their 
field and was challenged to begin my networking right then with the vast range of knowledge 
and abilities I had in front of me. 
 
If there was one major point I would like to take away from the conference it is that: all pre-
service teachers need to understand how important our rural communities are throughout 
Australia and Australia needs to begin changing the mindset that these communities DO NOT 
offer opportunities or a “fulfilling life” as a teacher compared to urban communities. I have 
always had a desire to move away from the city and teach in a rural or remote community and I 
feel quite burdened and disappointed when I hear many of my peers state that they “would 
never go rural” for no good reason at all. SPERA has helped me understand just how much rural 
and remote communities contribute to Australian urban cities and the limited resources they do 
it with. 
 
I guess the question I now ask myself now since SPERA is “How can we improve this?” “How 
do we change pre-service teachers’ views on rural and remote communities and what can I do 
about it?” These questions were actually answered somewhat at the conference. I particularly 
enjoyed hearing Associate Professor Simone White from Deakin University (Victoria) speak 
about her research Creating and Celebrating Place and Partnerships: A Key to Sustaining Rural 
Education Communities. I was particularly interested in how she talked specifically about the 
idea of how “Rural Social Spaces” are uniquely important to each community and that 
underpinning everything is “investment in the person.” I couldn’t agree more. I was significantly 
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Similarly, I was fascinated by the facts and research that Professor Matthew Tonts (University 
of Western Australia) is conducting. Being a physical education teacher it was interesting to see 
the role that Matthew defined sport to play in a successful rural/remote community and how I 
can use my skills and abilities in this area to benefit rural/remote communities. “Small town 
Australia, while often invisible, remains an important part of the economic and social fabric” 
(Tonts, 15.09.2010, SPERA Conference). 
 
Finally the project I was most interested in was the Youth + alternative schooling program. 
“Creating socially inclusive educational environments for disenfranchised young people” 
(Murray, 2010). I found Dale Murray’s program inspirational – the passion and enthusiasm he 
showed towards leading his team and encouraging students to achieve at school through other 
means was absolutely touching. He is offering young people an alternative to mainstream 
schooling, while still navigating them towards graduating with a Senior Certificate (completion of 
final year of school). I was challenged to teach with his passions and enthusiasm for all 
different learners. 
 
Personally, aside from the research, I gained an invaluable insight into what to expect for my 
next practicum by listening to students already on, or already having undertaken rural or remote 
placements. The video conference between students undertaking a practicum in northern 
Western Australia, a student from Flinders University and students from the University of the 
Sunshine Coast all engaged with sharing their experiences and insights through questions 
posed from a panel. I was pleased to hear that all their experiences, however different and 
varied, had been positive and productive. I was also interested in listening to the different 
strategies they used and the particular community events they were involved in. I gained 
knowledge into what to expect from Emerald in the coming weeks on my final placement. 
 
The conference has significantly opened my eyes to the specific needs of our rural and remote 
communities throughout Australia and how much detailed and comprehensive research is 
being undertaken in this field. Conferences like this one need to focus their attention on pre-
service teachers, engaging them with research about rural communities that is relevant to their 
studies and promoting this way of life as a positive, fulfilling opportunity. I hope to attend further 
SPERA conferences in the coming years and look forward to hearing the progress in research 
projects and other initiatives.  Once again I would like to thank ICPA for allowing me this 
chance to attend a conference of such high calibre and for the opportunity to learn extensively 
about life in rural and remote communities.  
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Small Schools Matter by Professor John Halsey 
Small schools once dotted the educational landscape in great numbers, especially in rural 
Australia.  For many, they were the engine room that drove the rise and rise of educational 
achievements and standards in this country. It may come as a surprise to know that small 
schools are very much alive and well today. Using 100 enrolments or less to define a small 
school, there are still more than 2,000 of them in Australia. If the enrolment cut off is increased 
to 200, the number is over 4,200 or greater than 40% of Australia’s schools. 
 
Recently, the South Australian government’s ‘razor gang’ advised that closing small schools 
should be considered to meet State Budget targets.  Making parents pay for having their 
children travel on school buses was also proposed as a cost saving measure.  For now, both 
have been given a reprieve.  Instead, small school grants are going to be cut; is this just 
another way of achieving closures? 
 
Why should we be concerned at closing small schools to meet budget targets? 
 
Firstly, most small schools are in rural and remote communities where families have witnessed 
a steady decline of services that urban residents assume will ‘always be there’. As well, they 
often play a critical role in the economic life of a community by providing employment and 
through local purchases; also they are real evidence of community vibrancy. Put another way, 
few things signal that something very serious is happening to a country town like the closure of 
a school. 
 
Secondly, small schools provide a crucial alternative to the rise and rise of super schools- 
history is littered with the casualties of ‘putting all your eggs in the one basket’ and ‘bigger is 
better’ thinking. 
 
Thirdly, small schools have a relentless focus on the learning needs and achievements of their 
students which is enhanced because each is known individually as well as a member of a 
group. 
 
Fourthly, small schools are of a scale that most- all people can relate to and feel relatively 
comfortably about doing so. As Putnam & Feldstein (2003, pp 275-278) report:  
• Researchers have repeatedly found that social capital is higher in smaller settings- smaller 
schools, smaller towns, smaller countries 
• listening and trusting are easier in a smaller setting 
• smaller groups also offer easier footholds for initial steps 
• smaller is better for forging and sustaining connections 
 
See A Collective Act Leading a small school published by ACER www.acerpress.com.au  
 
Ref: Putnam, R.D. & Feldstein, L.M. (2003). Better Together Restoring the American 
Community. New York: Simon & Schuster. 
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CONFERENCE REMINDERS 

 
Beyond periphery?  A symposium on population and regional development in sparsely 
populated areas. 
PART ONE: Darwin, 26 – 28 October, 2010 
PART TWO: Whyalla, 2 – 4 November, 2010 
Programme updates, presenter profiles and registration at www.cdu.edu.au/population or 
www.unisa.edu.au/cre  
 
Second International Symposium for Innovation in Rural Education ISFIRE2011 
Kongju National University, Kongju, Korea, 9 – 11 February, 2011 
Website: http://edubk21.kongju.ac.kr/isfire2011  

Rural Futures Matter: A Sustainable Australia 
Sidney Myer Chair of Rural Education and Communities, in partnership with SPERA 
National Summit, Flinders University, 21 – 23 September, 2011 
Program and registration details at www.flinders.edu.au/education/rural/summit-2011 
and www.spera.asn.au 

 

Please contact t.broadley@curtin.edu.au to advise of conferences that could be 
included in this section. 
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Tax Invoice 
(after payment) 
 

Application for Membership 
 
 

         New Member Member Renewal  Pre-service 

Name:   ....................................................................................................................................................  

Postal Address (Required for Posting of Journal):   ....................................................................  

 .................................................................. State: ............................. Postcode: ...................................  

Telephone:  ........................................... Facsimile: ............................................................................  

Email:   .....................................................................................................................................................   
(Please note:  the newsletter is sent via email) 

Educational Institute (if applicable): ..............................................................................................  

Position: ..................................................................................................................................................  
 
2011 Membership Fees (Due Jan 2011) 
(Please enclose with application.  Cheques made payable to SPERA; Direct Debit: 
SPERA GENERAL ACCOUNT – WESTPAC BSB: 036105 Acct No. 130332; Credit: PayPal: 
through website) 

  Full Membership $110.00 (incl GST) 

  Student Membership                 $60.00 (incl GST) 

   Overseas Membership $155.00  

   Pre-service Teacher Membership Free (no journal supplied-available at standard 
subscription rate of $25.00 per issue). 

 
I hereby apply for membership of SPERA for the year ending 31st December 2011 
 
Signed: ..................................................................................................... Date: .....................................  
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Your Newsletter  

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.spera.asn.au 

SPERA Executive for 2010/2011: 

 
From Left: Gary Allen, John Borserio, Vince Connor, SImone White, Michael Preece, Tania Broadley, Emmy Terry, 
Vince Fleming, Sue Ledger, Don Boyd, Charles Bradley 
Absent:  Graeme Lock; Paula Jervis-Tracey 

Name Position Email 

Emmy Terry 
President 

Rural Education Forum  Australia; 
Website 

e.terry@marmadukehouse.com.au;
president@spera.asn.au 

John Borserio Vice President 
AREA; Life Members Award 

John.Borserio@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

Gary Allen Marketing; Membership; AREA ggallen.esq@gmail.com 

Don Boyd Treasurer 
Conference 2010; Sponsorship 

donboyd@iinet.net.au 
treasurer@spera.asn.au 

  

Tania Broadley Secretary 
Newsletter; Journal T.Broadley@curtin.edu.au 

Vince Connor Newsletter v.connor@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Vince Fleming Newsletter vfleming@rostrevor.sa.edu.au 

Paula Jervis-
Tracey Conference Proceedings 2011 p.jervis-tracey@griffith.edu.au 

 

Sue Ledger Pre-Service 
Teacher/Marketing/membership S.ledger@murdoch.edu.au 

Graeme Lock Journal g.lock@ecu.edu.au 
 

Karen Noble Conference Proceedings 2011 Karen.Noble@usq.edu.au 

Michael Preece Newsletter; Summit 2011 Michael.Preece@ceo.pp.catholic.edu.au

Simone White Pre-Service Teacher  Simone.white@deakin.edu.au 
 

Charles 
Bradley Public Officer ccdecon@zipworld.com.au 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
SPERA membership 
covers the calendar year.  
 2011 Membership Fees 
• Full Membership 

$110.00 (incl GST) 
• Student Membership 

$60.00 (incl GST) 
• Overseas 

Membership $155.00 
• Pre-service Educator 

Membership Free (no 
journal supplied-
journal is available at 
the standard 
subscription rate of 
$25.00 per issue).  

 
A membership application 
form for 2011  is available 
on the SPERA website:  
www.spera.asn.au 
 


